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DAY 2             

A. Introduction to the day’s concepts. (5 minutes)  

Ask students to turn in their homework assignments. You can hang these on the wall, if you want. 

Review the concepts taught yesterday. 

 
• Do you remember what true means? Can you tell me something that is true? 

• Do you remember what false means? Can you tell me something that is false? 

• How about a contradiction? Do you remember what a contradiction is? 

 
Ask if anyone wants to share about their experience teaching others about contradictions. 

  
B. Show the video (13 minutes) 

 
Show “Contradictions are a Fiction” video segment #2. It is 13 minutes long, and includes two 

short vignettes: “Katia,” and “Square Circle.” 

 
C. Activity (15 minutes) — Mystery sensory bag  

 
Prepare in advance: 3 mystery bags. Fill three brown paper bags with three different items. Some 

ideas include: uncooked rice, torn up tissue paper, a tube of lipstick, a water bottle cap, a small, 

indiscernible toy, a clip-on earring, an ear plug, a gourd. You can be creative with your items. 

Try to choose items that students will not know by touch. Avoid objects with sharp edges, or that 

will stick to the students’ hands, or that will bite, or that could cause an allergic reaction (NO 

PEANUTS!). 

 
In class: Today, I’m going to show you that contradictions can never be true. Even when we 

disagree on something, there is still truth. Call one student forward and ask him or her to not 

look in the bag, but put one hand in the bag and try to guess what is in there. Give him about 5 

seconds to feel the object. Then, ask the student to whisper his answer to you.  
 

Call up the second student to do the same thing with the same bag. Ideally, the students will 

give two different answers to what is in the bag. Write their guesses on the board. Repeat with 

the second and third bags, calling two different students forward for each bag.  

 
Once you have gone through each bag tell the students you are going to reveal the truth and 

resolve the contradictions. 
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Student 1 thinks __________ is in the first bag. Student 2 thinks ____________ is in it. Can what’s 

in this bag be both things at the same time? (No) Show the contents to the students. See, there 

is just one of those things in the bag. (Or neither of those things was in the bag it is…) Repeat 

for each bag. 

 
Do you remember how Frank the Monster made a contradiction in today’s video? He said that 

what was in Katia’s belly was a baby for her and lunch for him, but Sophie explained that one 

thing cannot be two different things at the same time. 

 
The objects in the bag couldn’t be one thing for Student 1, and another thing for Student 2. It 

always was ________________.   Things don’t change what they are depending on who is looking 

at it or feeling it in the bag. 

 

D. Sing-along (10 minutes) 
Sing the “Contradiction Fiction Song” with the students. You can select just the song from the 

video playlist, without the interaction with Philo. It is Segment #3 on the website, and is called 

“Contradiction Fiction Song.” Alternatively, if you are musically talented (and if your students 

can read), you can hand out the words to the song which are included in this Teacher Resource 

and play the song for them on an instrument.  

 
E. Take Home Assignment (5 minutes)  

 
Have your students ask their parents if they ever kicked when they were in their mother’s 
womb, and if they have an ultrasound of them. Ask them to bring a copy in to share with the 
class. 

For older grades, give each student a copy of the Story-Time! handout. Instruct them to write a 
story, fictitious or real, about when you were in the womb. Make it at least half a page long, 
and bring it to class the next day. 

 


